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The beacon stem structure holds the dye and quencher close together,

Conclusions

Dyes that are known to self-aggregate,
forming nonfluorescent ground state
complexes, can also form nonfluorescent
complexes with BHQ dyes. This is evident
from distinct changes in the dye absorption
spectra. Quenching via ground state
complex formation gives linear BHQ
probes extremely low background
fluorescence.
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